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ADVERTISEMENT. 



Should a perusal of the following Lecture, induce a 
single individual to investigate more carefully than 
he may have hitherto done, the Principles it would 
advocate, the Author will not regret having allowed 
its publication — which (as the style will probably 
suggest) was not his original intention. 



INTRODUCTORY LECTURE. 



GENTLEMEN, 

The subjects most appropriate for 
the introduction of Surgical Lectures, whether Clinical 
or Systematic, have been so frequently and so ably 
discussed, that an introductory lecture has become a 
task at least somewhat embarrassing. Truths, how- 
ever important, when often repeated, appear trite 
and uninteresting, unless invested with some novelty 
of colouring or position ; if this be not impracti- 
cable, it is certainly difficult, as there seem scarcely 
any which tortured ingenuity has not already fore- 
stalled. 



The history and progress of our art, in all its in- 
teresting detail ; the commanding usefulness, which 
justly places it so high in the scale of human know- 
ledge ; the exalting nature of its various studies, in 
the impressive recognition which they constantly 
afford , of boundless wisdom , goodness, and power ; the 
dignified and deep responsibility of its several duties, 
and the moral beauty of the kindly affections which 
they are calculated to engender, have been repeatedly 
described and largely expatiated on, with all the 
interest and ornament which learning and eloquence 
could command. If a Lecturer would view the sub- 



